BOMBAY                    23
Silence, with those obscene semicircles of vultures sitting huddled together round the rims of the two pits, waiting for their next meal. Down there the Parsee lives, as a rich cotton-spinner might near Manchester, and up there he will presently be disposed of, when he has closed his eyes upon his brand-new house. His place of sepulture, meanwhile, offers him a pleasant prospect from his back windows. The contrast between the two things is significant of much. There are scores of such residences in and about Bombay inhabited by rich Parsees, Hindus, and Mohammedans, and to all outward seeming they might be the homes of European nouveaux riches, Yet into the vast majority of them no European has ever entered or will ever be invited. There are purdah women behind the curtain ; caste has to be maintained, and a life to be lived in which no European can participate, I have talked